THE LIFE DIVINE

live in that obscurity and division that wrong
knowledge and wrong will are possible: without
wrong knowledge there could be no error or false-
hood, without error or falsehood in our dynamic
parts there could be no wrong will in our members;

without wrong will there could be no wrong-doing
or evil: while these causes endure, the effects also
will persist in our action and in our, nature. A
mental control can only be a control, not a cure; a
mental teaching, rule, standard can only impose an
artificial groove in which our action revolves
mechanically or with difficulty and which imposes
a curbed and limited formation on the course of
our nature.  A total change of consciousness, a
radical change of nature is the one remedy and the
sole issue.

But since the root of the difficulty is a split,
limited and separative existence, this change must
consist in an integration, a healing of the divided
consciousness of our being, and since that division
is complex and many-sided, no partial change on one
side of the being can be passed off as a sufficient
substitute for the integral transformation. Our first
division is that created by our ego and mainly, most
forcefully, most vividly by our life-ego, which divides
us from all other beings as not-self and ties us to our
ego-centricity and the law of an egoistic self-
affirmation. It is in the errors of this self-affirmation
that wrong and evil first arise: wrong consciousness
engenders wrong will in the members, in the
thinking mind, in the heart, in the life-mind and
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